
LOVE AND LOVING 

 

        I must be bold indeed to even begin to write this chapter.  For what 

could I possibly add to the volumes that has already been written 

about this one subject?  I venture to guess that more has been written 

about love in one form or another than on any other subject.  Think of 
all the many songs, books, stories, articles, movies and plays that 

have love as the central theme. 

 

        Even the greatest book ever put to paper, the Bible, is a love story. 

 For it is the story of God's love for mankind. It is the story of the 

great lengths God goes to in the pursuit of His love for us.  Even the 

famous verse from the gospels, John, three-sixteen, which sums up the 

purpose of God through our Lord Jesus Christ: “For God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in 

Him shall not perish but have everlasting life”, is a declaration of 

love.  Talk about self-sacrifice.  And God's love for us is so vast, 

so without the constraints of time and conditions, that it is truly 
more than the human mind can comprehend. 

 

        It is ironic that as I write this chapter about this most sublime 

subject, that I am not a married man, being divorced many years ago, 

and I am not currently dating, and indeed am celibate in obedience to 

God.  Equally ironic is the fact that I am at this time filled with 

more love than I have ever been in my entire life, and that love keeps 

growing within me, and that I am working daily in a love relationship. 

 In the past I have failed miserably at love in so many ways, but now 

that I know God and am known by God, now that I have a relationship 

with Jesus, the Christ of God, I am finally truly loving and beginning 
to understand just what love really is. 

 

        Love is not a warm fuzzy feeling, not an emotion.  Love is action. 

Love is a selfless desire to serve, and in regards to us loving God, a 

desire to obey.  Love in its perfection casts aside the self and looks 

to the other.  By casting aside, I am also referring to that loving 

that is only in the reflection of what can be gained by loving the 

other.  Love helps, it doesn't hinder.  Love is positive opposing what 

is negative, but gently.  Gentle in its attitude and demeanor, yet 

powerful in its victory.  Love is an unlocking, an opening of the 

heart, not a storing or locking away of something.  Love is sharing. 

True love gives without regard to a reciprocation, and is 
unconditional. 

 

         Many people will say to someone, “ I love you”, then wait for the 

other person to respond with the same.  Do they really love or are 

they merely baiting to hear that they are loved?  It is human nature 

to want to be loved by other people.  But that kind of behavior gets 

people in trouble.  Think of all the things people do to be accepted 

by others, to be liked, to be loved.  If mankind worked as hard to 

love, instead of to be loved, this world would be a much different 

place. 

 
        The one that truly loves is girded with an attitude of the 

self-expendable, an attitude that defers the self in preference to the 

other.  True love shatters the mirror that people have before their 

hearts, that causes them to see themselves first when looking at 



others.  When the mirror that hangs before the human heart is removed 

we can then, for the first time, see someone as they really are.  We 

can then look about us at the world and see and recognize the 

suffering and hurt and longing that resides behind the smile.  The 

shadow behind the eyes.  We can see the desperate need, the want.  We 

can see in others, ourselves, the equality of the soul. 
 

        It takes much more strength and bravery to love than to despise.  It 

takes much more courage to love and to allow yourself to be loved than 

to make the war that is hatred.  Loving, and showing love is often 

mistakenly identified as weakness in the cruelty of this world.  But 

love will one day be lifted up, exalted, honored and given its proper 

place.  In that day all those who are found to be without love will be 

stripped of even what they do have.  They will be exposed, found 

lacking, and cast away as so much dead brush.  Those who love may even 

weep for them, but ultimately will be comforted, entering into joy 

unimagined. 

 
        Love contains promise and all truth, love is ever hopeful and is 

eternal.  Love is what God, your Creator is all about.  Everything 

that God has ever done, is doing, and ever will do can be distilled 

down to that one single word.  All of the law given to man by God, 

every ordinance, indeed every word of God, reaches the singularity 

that is love.  All of this sounds so lofty, and indeed it is, but how 

do I show you, where do I start?  Let's start at the beginning. 

 

        THE BEGINNING 

 

        In the beginning God made all of creation in complete perfection. 
That is, all of creation existed unified through love, God's perfect 

love.  No death or corruption.  Perfection.  All matter, every 

creature.  Man was placed at the pinnacle over all physical creation. 

Imagine, man walked with God, in a perfect garden paradise, where all 

things, all plants, all animals existed in a love harmony 

relationship.  It was good, it was very good. 

 

        We don't know how long this lasted that way, but we do know the thing 

that changed it all.  Man's disobedience to God.  When man fell, all 

of creation fell with him.  That's why it is written that all of 

creation awaits the presentation of the sons of God.  For God will 

restore all things.  In the age that follows this one, with Christ 
ruling on the earth, the world will again be imbued with the love of 

God.  That means that all creatures will once again exist in a perfect 

love harmony relationship. 

 

        Read and understand the words Isaiah wrote long ago pertaining to 

this subject.  Starting in the eleventh chapter at verse six, read 

through to verse nine.  Mentioned in there is the wolf dwelling with 

the lamb, the calf and the young lion with a little boy leading them, 

the cow and bear grazing together, a nursing child playing by a 

cobra's hole.  In verse nine the word of God states: “They will not 

hurt or destroy...for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord.”  What is the knowledge of the Lord?  Love is the answer. 

 

        You see, God's love, His loving plans for us, that which He will 

accomplish, are so very wonderful, so much more than anything we can 



do.  Surely it is infinitely better than what we are doing now. 

Better than anything man has ever done, better than man is capable of 

doing, especially in our fallen state. 

 

        God is all powerful, in knowledge, in strength and might, and in 

love.  Give thanks that His nature is love.  Give thanks that He is so 
forgiving.  Give thanks because each and every one of us falls so far 

short of the glory of God, it is amazing that He would have anything 

at all to do with us.  Even though we ignore Him, rebel against Him, 

try to convince ourselves to disbelieve His very existence, even 

though we kill and destroy, and are proud and arrogant and stinking 

with sin, yet He continues to madly pursue us with His patient love. 

 

        God's love makes the full circle of man's creation in perfection, and 

follows us down the deep pit of our fall.  And thankfully His love 

soars well beyond all of that to His restoration of us.  In all 

justice He should simply wash His hands of us all together, but His 

love nature won't let Him do that.  And since there is nothing at all 
we can do to restore ourselves to Him, He Himself has provided the 

way. 

 

        This takes us back again to John, three-sixteen: “For God so loved 

the world He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him 

shall not perish but have everlasting life.”  If you take only one 

thing out of this chapter, or even out of this whole book, take that 

verse.  Remember it.  Carry it with you like the treasure it is.  It 

is my prayer that you believe it, and give yourself to Jesus.  That 

verse alone, if that was all we had, the only revelation from God 

revealed to man, it would be enough.  That one verse tells the story, 
the ultimate love story.  It tells the truth of the all-encompassing 

passion of God's love for us.  I hope it breaks your heart. 

 

        Man breaks God's heart every day.  Have you ever had your heart 

broken by someone?  It hurts so much that this emotional wound, can 

feel very physical.  A broken heart can be so debilitating that it can 

effect someone for a large portion of their life.  Some people never 

fully recover from it.  Yet man's capacity for feeling is so very 

limited when compared to God's.  And God isn't just dealing with one 

or two episodes of a broken heart over, say, a seventy year period. 

Surely the number, which only God Himself can name and know, seems 

like infinity to us.  Man has broken the heart of God from the moment 
he first transgressed, and has continued even to this present day. 

 

        But God tells us, He will not strive with man forever.  There will 

come a time when God will clean man's house, so to speak.  Man will 

again enter into a perfect love harmony relationship with God.  We 

will at that time have an augmented capacity for the joy of love.  We 

will gain a deeper understanding of, and closer relationship to, our 

heavenly Father, whose very being is perfect love. 

 

        HOSEA AND THE HARLOT 

 
        The story of the prophet of God named Hosea is a remarkably strange 

one on the surface.  But like all of God's word, it makes perfect 

sense when you relate it to God's revelation to us as a whole.  Hosea 

lived and prophesied during the second half of the eighth century B.C. 



 The nation of Israel at this time was disobedient to God in many 

ways.  The priests of Israel, and the population in general, were 

worshiping false gods, instead of the one true God.  In addition, (no 

doubt because they were worshiping false gods), they were doing all 

sorts of iniquity;  violence and murder, swearing, stealing, 

deception, and adultery.  Sounds a lot like the world right now. 
 

        God told Hosea to take for himself a wife, but not just any wife. 

God told Hosea to marry an adulterous woman, a harlot.  Sounds 

bizarre, I know, but God often employs a type of parallel prototype to 

demonstrate something to man.  Hosea's wife was named Gomer. 

 

        Gomer bore at least three children while they were together, but it 

seems only the first one was Hosea's.  We can deduce that while Hosea 

was out preaching or working, that Gomer wasn't being the faithful 

wife.  After a while she left Hosea, the kids, and her home.  She just 

couldn't get enough of her harlotry, and took off after other men. 

 
        After a period of time, we don't how long, God instructed Hosea to go 

and buy back Gomer, who by now was apparently used up and sold into 

slavery.  Hosea dutifully purchased Gomer for some shekels and some 

barley.  And as God instructed, he took her back home and loved her as 

his wife. 

 

        Israel is (and so are we) symbolically the harlot.  The harlotry is 

the worship of false gods (and not believing in Jesus the Christ of 

God).  Harlotry is deserting God and the one true Christ (our 

husband).  Without God in our lives, we turn to sin.  When we 

continually sin, we become slaves to sin.  But God loves us so much, 
He purchases us, bringing us back to Himself, and loves us as though 

we did nothing wrong.  After that, He doesn't even look at our sins, 

but views us as spotless.  Our purchase price: you guessed it, Jesus! 

John, three-sixteen again.  He loves us so much, He gave of Himself, 

His one true Son, to restore us. 

 

        In order for us to be redeemed Jesus had to leave the glory of 

heaven, the glory He shared with His Father.  He had to leave the 

immediate presence of the Father.  He had to take on the form of 

fallen, fleshly man.  He allowed Himself to be captured, to suffer 

horrendously, and to be killed.  Yet in spite of all this He rose from 

the dead in victory, and is the Savior of all who believe in Him. 
Thus reconciling us to God. 

 

        Now that is a love story.  It has the greatest, most powerful love 

that exists, the Father's love for each and every one of us.  It has 

the hero of all heroes, Jesus.  Who humbled Himself, and showed us how 

to live (sinless and in a loving prayerful relationship to the Father, 

and in service to others), showed us how to love (completely and 

without regard to the self), and He provides a salvation that none 

other can ever provide.  He told us all truth from the Father, 

everything we need to know He shared with us.  He displayed a complete 

self-sacrifice on our behalf.  That is the ultimate example of a 
self-expendable love, ordained from on high, before the world was, and 

manifested for all mankind. 

 

        SONG OF SONGS 



 

        In the Song Of Songs, also known as The Song Of Solomon, we have 

passionate, human, romantic, even physical love displayed.  And while 

it is true that The Song Of Songs is also a parallel of Christ's love 

for us and ours for Him, it also demonstrates the love between a man 

and a woman.  It lets us know that it is okay, even ordained, that a 
husband and wife have a passion and desire for each other.  Some 

theologians would have you believe that God frowns upon the passion 

between a husband and wife.  That it is some sort of necessary evil, 

that without it we would not procreate, (procreation being a command 

from God). 

 

        But the Song Of Songs shows us that the passion of a married couple 

is more than just alright with God, He joys in it.  He created it.  He 

created us to have desire and passion in a husband/wife relationship. 

Let there be no guilt between a husband and wife in the things that 

God Himself created and declares to be good. 

 
        Remember that in God's law, in the Torah, it specifies that after 

marriage a man shall not go to war, or be parted because of business 

from his wife for a full year, so that they may enjoy to the fullest 

their new union.  The exact words indicate that he is to give joy to 

his wife.  How is that for a honeymoon?  A full year, that makes the 

current week or two that is common nowadays seem pretty lame by 

comparison. 

 

        I believe that it is very important for people to wait till they are 

married before sex.  To preserve one's self until the union of 

marriage is a blessed thing, pleasing to our Lord God, especially if 
your motive behind doing it is to please Him.  Also, think of the 

sweetness of the courtship, where both parties know the other is 

desiring yet waiting for the other.  In my own life, it was not this 

way.  Nor was I raised with this concept.  How I regret not having the 

tenderness and fullness of such a complete union in the blessings of 

the Living God.  How I regret not having this kind of relationship 

with my former wife.  If we had the Lord in our lives then, we would 

still be married, I know it.  There were times in my marriage when I 

was lonelier than I could have ever imagined possible for a married 

person to be. 

 

        You young people who read this, listen to me, listen to the advice of 
one who has made every mistake.  Don't follow after the world's ways. 

Don't follow after the current culture and what they say is 

acceptable.  They are lost.  Steep yourself in the word of God and 

follow after the Living Christ.  Don't rush love or be impatient, wait 

on the Lord and His blessings will be abundant towards you. 

 

        Having Jesus in your lives, as a couple, is the key to a successful, 

joyous, “till death do us part” marriage.  Without the Lord's 

blessings in your house, you are diminishing the potential for joy 

that is possible in a marriage.  Yet even the most blessed unions take 

work on the part of the couple, because none of us are perfect.  But 
with the Lord's guidance in our lives, all things are possible, even a 

happy marriage.  By living and abiding in the word of God, we are so 

much better equipped to be a good spouse and partner.  By producing 

the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 



goodness, steadfastness, gentleness, and self-control, we are so much 

better able to deal with one another and maintain a cohesive 

relationship.  By walking with God in truth, we are able to forgive 

each other of foibles and faults, knowing that our heavenly Father 

also forgives us of our own shortcomings. 

 
        And as the word of God reveals in the Song Of Songs, we have no need 

for any guilt when it comes to the desires and passions between a 

husband and wife.  But we can have thankfulness in the pleasures we 

experience in our marriage partner.  A husband and wife can grow 

together, treating each other as equals under God, each with their own 

strengths and weaknesses.  The bond between them growing continually, 

just as the bond for those who serve the Lord grows in their 

relationship with God. 

 

        THE HARD WORK OF LOVING YOUR ENEMIES 

 

        Yea, I just put it all right out there with this subheading.  I could 
have called it Loving Your Enemy, or even less problematic, Love Your 

Neighbor.  But why not just roll up our sleeves and get down to the 

root of it?  If you have a next door neighbor that you like, and he 

always promptly returns the tools you loan him, then there is likely 

to be no difficulty.  And if you go to church, you as a rule probably 

have little resistance loving your fellow, like-minded Christian 

brothers and sisters.  So we will just skip over the easier landscape 

and go straight for the rugged terrain. 

 

        As a Christian, one walking the walk, you are going to be hated. 

Jesus said it would be so, and it is so.  In my own life I have seen 
it to be true.  Before I came to the Lord, I was applauded, patted on 

the back, invited to the parties and events by the movers and shakers 

in the town I dwelt near.  I had a prominent place in a local parade 

that took place every year.  But when I went into the wilderness and 

fasted, came out and my vehicle was seen at the local little church 

every Sunday, I was immediately ostracized.  In all truth I had no 

desire to carry on the same way I formerly did, nonetheless there was 

a dramatic change in the way the locals treated me.  Of course it got 

back to me that I was now considered a Jesus freak, but that to me was 

quite a compliment, and a confirmation that I was on the right track. 

 

        Also, you must know, that as a Christian, there are whole groups of 
people who hate you in greater or lesser degrees.  There are 

governments and religions that hate you so much that given the chance 

they will imprison and torture you or kill you.  This is going on 

right now.  This may sound extreme to you, especially if you are 

unaware of the truth of what is happening in many parts of the world. 

I will write more of this in another chapter devoted to revealing the 

ongoing persecution of Christians . 

 

        There are also many all around you that do not follow the Lord, they 

also will hate you.  They will hate you and not even know why.  There 

is something in them, the influence of the evil one, that directs 
their hatred towards you.  They may not even think about or consider 

their own attitudes and behaviors, yet you will be keenly aware of 

them.  In all of this, do not think it to be a strange thing.  Jesus 

told us this would happen.  He said that they (those without God, the 



world), hated Him first and that they will hate us too. 

 

        So, in view of all this, what should we do, what is our recourse?  We 

are told to love them.  Love them all.  This is a very difficult thing 

to do, I know.  Of late I have been sorely tested.  I sometimes find 

it very difficult to continue in love towards those who hate me and 
act out in a hateful manner towards me, especially since I have done 

them no wrong.  But I, we, must persevere.  It is in these most 

difficult situations that we must call upon the Lord to help us.  Not 

call upon Him to hurt or destroy those people who do these things, but 

call upon Him to help us to love them.  We must call upon Him to help 

us maintain our  Christian walk to, despite the seemingly overwhelming 

obstacles, love those and show love towards those who hate us. 

 

        This doesn't mean we are to be doormats and let everyone walk all 

over us.  Remember, how after being taken captive, when Jesus was 

being questioned by the high priest and when he gave an answer, an 

officer hit Him?  He spoke up for Himself, “If I have given an evil 
answer, bear witness to it, but if I have answered well, why did you 

hit Me?”  If we use Jesus' example, if we use scripture, the word of 

God, when faced with hatred, we are doing well.  Whether the Holy 

Spirit convicts the person or whether they continue in their hatred is 

not up to us.  Our duty is to love. 

 

        We can also call upon our Father to change the hearts of those who 

hate us.  If we, in earnest prayer, ask Him, and continue to show love 

towards someone that hates us, God will sometimes act in our behalf 

and change the very demeanor of that person.  But as I know from 

personal experience, it is sometimes a very difficult thing to 
maintain that degree of love.  It is real work.  But it is the work 

ordained by God for us to do. 

 

        For the Christian to live a life of love, and to display love towards 

an enemy, it may be a witness to that person, it may change their 

outlook, leading them to Christ.  But for those who will never accept 

God's Truth, Jesus as Christ over all, our love is a witness against 

them. 

 

        Jesus said that our first priority is to love the Lord our God with 

all our heart, all our soul, all our mind.  And our second is to love 

our neighbor as our self.  Our neighbor is everyone, including those 
who hate us.  Our very activity of endeavoring to fulfill the second 

command is proof of faith of the first one. 

 

        I have learned that if I have trouble loving someone, it has more to 

do with my relationship with God rather than that person.  For the 

more I trust in God, and the closer I am to God, the more I am filled 

with His love for others.  Then I will have more compassion  for 

others, and more insight into why they are acting out.  I will then be 

less inclined to take offense, and more inclined to take a stance from 

a position of love.  It is definitely not easy, nor for the faint of 

heart (no pun intended). 
 

        Do you want to know radical love?  Read in the book of Acts, how when 

Stephen was being stoned to death, he prayed to God to forgive his 

killers.  Where did he get this?  He took his cues directly from Jesus 



Himself, Who, while nailed to the cross, prayed to the Father to 

forgive those that had put Him there.  That kind of love is powerful, 

courageous love.  That is the very love that is changing the entire 

universe.  Remember, all of creation awaits the presentation of the 

sons of God.  And it is all about love. 

 
        If you are a Christian, do not be scared to love, nor show 

compassion.  Your Father in heaven loves you with a mighty, eternal, 

and unchanging love.  He has so much compassion for mankind, that He 

gave His very best to redeem us.  The trials of this life, though they 

seem overwhelming sometimes, are as nothing compared to the rewards 

that await us in Jesus Christ.  Our heavenly Father loves us so much, 

that He gave up His Son, Jesus, as a sacrifice, that whoever believes 

in Him, will not die, but live forever.  If you believe, you have been 

set free.  We have been set free to love. 

 
 


